
Cross-disciplinary research 
collaborations, FOM

Jamal I-Ching Sam/Chan Yoke Fun Lab
Dept of Medical Microbiology, 

University Malaya
& University Malaya Medical Centre

Science Café, April 2017



Laboratory work: chikungunya virus in Ae. 
albopictus mosquitoes

East African () more adapted to Ae. albopictus than Asian strain 
(). May explain greater spread of East African CHIKV in rural areas 
in 2008-2010.



Case report



Laboratory data



Field work



Clinical/health economics research

• Investigator-initiated proposal to Sanofi: 
“Prospective study of influenza virus infection, 
and clinical and socioeconomic costs in 
hospitalised children in KL, Malaysia” – with 
Anna-Marie Nathan & Jessie de Bruyne
(Paeds), Wong Li Ping (SPM)



HFMD: A step closer 



New collaborations

• Defense Threat Reduction Agency, USA: “Etiology 
of severe acute respiratory infections in KL” –
with Pang YK (Resp Med), Sasheela & Sharifah 
(ID), Shahnaz (ICU)

• Wellcome Trust/Newton Fund-MRC Collaborative 
Award: “Genetic approaches to reducing vector 
competence of Aedes aegypti for chikungunya 
virus” – with Indra & Wan Yusoff (Parasitology)



Suggestions for successful collaborations

1. Right collaborator, right project? Don’t be 
afraid to say no!

2. Clarify roles, credit (authorship), IP

3. Be open and share

4. Communicate

5. Acknowledge/credit collaborators

6. Stick with good collaborators
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