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Abstract  
 

This article provides an introductory and brief overview of the research, 

publications, and achievements of Southeast Asian Studies in Malaysia, in 

particular, the role of the Department of Southeast Asian Studies at the 

University of Malaya. It briefly revisits the pre- and post-colonial times, when 

the subject of Southeast Asian Studies appealed to academics, administrators, 

and foreign experts. Since 1975, the Department has not only played the role of 

training young researchers in different issues on Southeast Asia but also 

provided a platform to local and foreign researchers to publish their scholarly 

work in JATI-Journal of Southeast Asian Studies and Borneo Research Journals that 

are both produced by the department annually.  
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*an extended paper of Hanafi Hussin (2017) with corrected facts on the history of Southeast Asian 

Studies Programme at the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 

University of Malaya. 
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Introduction 
 

In the last decade, Southeast Asian Studies (hereafter SEAS) has witnessed a 

decline in various universities and institutions in the west. On the other hand, 
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