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Abstract: Due to the frequent interactions, multi-cultural and
coexistence of various ethnic groups, Gansu Province in China is
now a "sedimental zone" where old and new cultures from different
period have become superimposed upon each other. For example,
Buddhism, Bon Religion, Taoism, and folk beliefs in this region are
now so integrated that is it difficult to separate them from each
other. This paper will examine this phenomenon in five counties and
one district in Longnan City, Gansu Province as a way to understand
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the current religious development in rural Northwest China. We will
look at its development trend, explore the social security function of
religion (namely, the protective shell), the direct and the background
forces shaping the various religious space. And will examine question
relating to each individual religion specific development as a way to
advance the study of rural religion in China.
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