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Title: An Incomplete Impression: Eileen Chang’s Later Writings

Abstract: In between 1943 and 1944, Eileen Chang published a
number of short and medium length novels that shook the Shanghai
literary society, and established her reputation as an extra-ordinary
writer. Shortly after her ex-husband Hu Lancheng was found to be
a traitor, Chang was forced to leave Shanghai, the city where she
gained her early fame. She travelled to the United States, via Hong
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Kong, and never returned to Shanghai. The four decades after 1957
may be described Chang’s later stage of writing, a period where she
re-wrote most of her earlier published novels and literatures such
as Half a Lifelong Romance, The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai and etc.
During this time, she also wrote intermittently, some novella, short
story and prose, e.g., Lust Caution, Stale Mates, Tulip and Return to
the Frontier. While in America, her main focus was to write different
autobiographical novels, namely The Fall of the Pagoda, The Book of
Change, Little Reunions and a prose Looking at the Old Photos. This
article will look at Eileen Chang’s life in the United States of America.
Base on interactions and communications between Chang and her
friends, this study is to examine how Chang’s style of writing evolved
later in her life and how these contributed to some major turning
points in her writing career.
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