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Abstract: Thailand and China have had strong, longstanding
economic contacts, but there is a need to extend these engagements
into cultural and educational fields. In 1992, Thai government
formulated policies on higher education development programs and
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foreign language teaching, emphasizing the importance of higher
education institutions in providing education in foreign languages.
Between1992-1996, the Office of the Higher Education Commission
of the Ministry of Education of Thailand introduced a policy on the
compulsory learning of the Chinese language. As a result, Chinese
language education in Thailand received a great boost in terms of
supply of teachers, teaching materials, courses and teaching facilities.
In 2009, the Ministry of Education Thailand and China signed a
bilateral Thailand - China (PRC) Education Cooperation Agreement,
strengthening the educational relationship and exchanges between
the two countries. Although the issues of Chinese teaching resources
have been resolved to some extent, the advancement of Chinese
language proficiency in Thailand remain below expectation. This
paper discusses ways to strengthen Thailand - China educational
cooperation. And explores approaches on how to would optimize the
results among Thai college students majoring in Chinese education.

Keywords: Thai Chinese education; Chinese education; higher
education; educational objectives
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