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Abstract: Based on previous studies, this paper discusses the
characteristics of Gansu Chinese dialect in phonetics, vocabulary
and syntax. Then, with questionnaires, we investigated the use
of Mandarin and Gansu dialect under different communicative
situations. It is found that the use of Mandarin is relatively high in
formal occasions in schools and workplaces. In informal occasions in
schools and workplaces, there are differences according to whether
the interlocutor is a fellow countryman or not. In the daily life
environment, in the informal communication with strangers, the use
of Mandarin is relatively high. In the family environment, the use of
dialect is relatively high. Secondly, this paper analyses the external
and internal factors that affect the future use of Gansu dialect. From
the perspective of external factors such as economic and linguistic
policies, Gansu dialect is greatly influenced by Mandarin and will not
become a dominant dialect in recent years. From the perspective of
internal factors, the characteristics of Gansu dialect will restrict the
use of Gansu dialect. However, the positive attitude of native speakers
of Gansu dialect plays an important role in preserving the dialects.
Finally, this paper predicts that Gansu dialect will be survive though
becoming restricted in some formal or specific occasions. In the
process of inheritance, Gansu dialect is influenced by Mandarin and
finally entered the stage of ‘dynamic harmony between Mandarin and
Chinese dialect"
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