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Abstract: The tradition of poetry recital has a long history. Contemporary
Chinese poetry recital began in the early 20th century. Literary performed
among themselves in their small gatherings. During the Anti-Japanese
War, poetry recital was presented to masses theaters, public squares
and streets. It became a tool for war, and "spoken word poetry" came
into play. Such poems features strong rhythm and syllables to seek
resonance from the audience. After the war, the purposes of poetry
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recital movement expanded into propaganda, education and rallying.
Its social elements became even more distinct. This discourse examines
the foundation of Chinese poetry recital by utilizing theories on poetry
in the earlier era. Later, with techniques from communication and
advertising employed to create emotional effect on the audience, the
feedback from the academic community, success and flaws of "Dong Di
Yin", the Malaysia Chinese poetry recital movement, are explored.
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