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Title: Fusion of the Dapu and Hepo Hakka Accents in Sarawak,
Malaysia

Abstract: Base on their ancestral roots, the Chinese in Malaysia can
be divided into different dialectal groups. Those living in Kuching
Sarawak are largely immigrants from the Fujian, Chaozhou, and Hakka
speaking provinces. The common languages in the urban area are
Fujian or Chaozhou. While Hakka is the main spoken dialect in rural
districts of Kuching such as Batu Kawa, Bau, and Serian. The Hakka
in Kuching originate from Dapu, Huiyang, Jiexi, Haifeng, Lufeng in
Guangdong. Dapu as well as Hepo, a dialect of Jiexi Hakka, spoken
in Kuching, has a history of interacting with different tribal dialects.
Overtime, their lexicon become enriched by ethnic integration and
borrowing of foreign vocabulary. This essay aims to analyze the
Kuching Hakka phonological and lexical development, as influenced
by the Malay and English language. For comparative purposes, we
will also we analyze the Hakka spoken by the neighboring districts.
We found that Hakka dialect used in Dapu County of Guangzhou
is similar to those in Kuching phonologically, but not lexically. For
this reason, we can surmise that linguistic changes are affected by
immigration. Foreign words were adopted by Hakka unconsciously
and used pervasively. If the Hakka mother tongue cannot be learned
entirely, its tone and phonotactics can be interfered and new
vocabulary is generated. The linguistic transformation in Malaysia
is a unique phenomenon. As such the creative fusion among Hakka
dialects is worth further exploration and analysis.

Keywords: Sarawak, Hakka, Dapu, Hepo

Author: Al Chung-chieh Wu received his Ph. D. from National Tsing
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Sinicized Formosan languages. His publications include 'History of
Hakka Residents in Taipei (1998)', 'Mapping Taiwan Hakka (2001)),
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