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Abstract: The reemergence of modern China as a superpower is a
historical world event. To link the PRC’s rise with the rejuvenation
of the Chinese civilization has major implications on Beijing'’s
policy towards overseas Chinese, especially those in Southeast Asia
countries. This is because these Chinese in general retain great pride
in their ancestral roots and as such has close cultural affinity with
China. It is therefore vital that China projects a positive image of
an ancient civilization as a way to strengthen the overseas Chinese
network, and at the same time cultivate goodwill towards those
sectors, especially the economic sector where overseas Chinese
presence are most visible.
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