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Preface 
 
 
The Universiti Malaya Centre for Civilisational Dialogue (UMCCD) 
hosted the International Conference on Civilisational Dialogue 
(ICONCIDI) 2022 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 17th – 18th August 
2022. 
 
It was our pleasure to have Assoc. Prof. Dr. Durriyyah Sharifah Hasan 
Adli, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dzuljastri Abdul Razak, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wendy 
Yee Mei Tien, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chai Lay Ching, Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Vishalache Balakrishnan, and Mr. Collins Chong Yew Keat as our 

session moderators.  
 
The sessions started with keynote addresses given by i) Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Ellisha Nasruddin on “Civilisations & Dialogue of Civilisations 
(DoC): Anticipation & Transformative Futures” in Session 1: Future 
of Civilisations & Dialogue of Civilisations (DoC); ii) Prof. Dr. 
Tariqullah Khan on “Circular Economy & Climate Justice” in Session 
2: Circular Economy & Climate Justice; iii) Prof. Dr. Ibrahim 
Mohamed Zein on “Al-Biruni & The Scientific Investigation of 
Calendars: Worldviews and Religions” in Session 3: Science, 
Religion & Worldviews; iv) Dr. Sharina Abdul Halim on Sustainable 
Development & Local Actions in Session 4: Sustainable 
Development & Local Actions; v) Emeritus Prof. Datuk Dr. Osman 
Bakar on “Social Justice & Widening Gaps Between the Rich and Poor” 
in Session 5: Social Justice & Widening Gaps Between the Rich 
and Poor; and vi) Prof. Dr. Anantha Duraiappah on “Being Human in 
the Age of AI” in Session 6: The Meaning of Being Human in the 
Era of AI. 
 
The ICONCIDI’22 welcomed the participation of many scholars and 
students locally and internationally. A diversity of interesting analyses 
and ideas have been presented by a wide array of distinguished 
speakers and presenters.  
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Editorial Note 
 
 
Dear Reader, 
 
 
With great pride and privilege, we present the conference proceedings 
of the International Conference on Civilisational Dialogue (ICONCIDI) 
2022 held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 17th – 18th August 2022. This 
proceeding for the conference provides a platform to highlight the 
valuable research ideas presented at the online conference. The 
proceedings reflect a combination of presentations featuring empirical 
research and the practical applications across the disciplines. 
 
As editors, we extend our gratitude to our co-organisers including, but 
not limited to the university and authors. We are grateful to you for 
without you, this conference proceedings would not have existed. 
 
To the presenters & authors, we appreciate your efforts towards your 
research and choosing this platform, we wish you all the very best for 
your future endeavors and hope your ideas can aid the betterment of 
society. 
 
To the University Malaya, we say thank you for entrusting us with the 
opportunity to compile and edit the conference proceeding. 
 
To the organizing team, we acknowledge your hard work and 
dedication to bring every aspect of the conference to act and to 
successfully coordinated. Let us keep up the good work in the future. 
 
 
 
Editors 
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Authentic Dialogue on Ethnicity and Intersections 
with Culture and Religion to Enhance Teaching and 

Learning in Schools and Universities 
 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vishalache Balakrishnan1,2 
 

1 Center for International and Comparative Education Research (CRICE), 
Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 

2 Department of Educational Foundations and Humanities, Faculty of 
Education, Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 

 
 
Abstract 
The overall aim of this presentation is to share the experience of education for 
teachers and students by addressing issues of ethnicity and religion in relation 
to teaching by bringing together practitioners and academics in cutting-edge 
and innovative opportunities to share diverse expertise and discuss humanity 
issues. The contexts of ethnicity and religion and concomitant intersections 
with religion and culture in educational settings is one aspect of civilizational 
dialogue which is sadly lacking in our educational system in Malaysia. Online 
programming and workshops on ethnic relationship and religion for teachers 
interested in creating classroom and school climates that express just, 
equitable, inclusive, compassionate cultures through deeply considered 
research-based curricula, and innovative pedagogical strategies for 
enhancing student-teacher, and student-peer shared discussions, social 
relations, and ideas for positive ethnic-religion-related civic action, will be 
explored. 
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Epistemological Challenges of Interreligious 
Dialogue 

 
 

Dr. Alwani Ghazali1 
 

1 Department of Aqidah and Islamic Thought, Academy of Islamic Studies, 
Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 

 
 

Abstract 
Practitioners of interreligious dialogue (IRD) are often confronted with 
challenges from both liberals and conservatives alike. The question of 
epistemological compatibility among and inter-religions is often brought up. 
This study aims to expound on some epistemological challenges of 
interreligious dialogue in light of the comparison between the discourse on 
epistemological issues in Western and Islamic perspectives. It also delves into 
the changing concepts of religion in the Western world to disclose the roots of 
the epistemological challenges. Finally, the analysis of this study leads to 
answering the question of whether IRD is relevant to Muslim contemporary 
needs. This study uses the qualitative research method by employing literary 
data. The main form of argumentation involves the deductive method. The 
findings indicate that the discourse on epistemological issues in the West 
revolve around the constitution of knowledge which is perceived as empirical 
and reason-based. On the other hand, epistemological issues in Islam are 
founded on the premise that human knowledge is not absolute and there is a 
role of revelation. This epistemological difference influences how religion is 
conceptualized and how the concept evolves in the West. For some Western 
sociologists, religion is perceived as human mental construction because of 
the need for a superior Being in fear of natural phenomena. The need for 
religion fades away when human beings become independent. The concept 
of religion in the west further evolves in perceiving the relativity of Truth with 
the notable birth of religious pluralism by John Hicks.   
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Ethics in Animals Experimentation: The Concept of 
Al-Ḍarūrah as Complementary to the Principles of 

3Rs 
 
 

Mohammad Mustaqim Malek1 
 

1 Centre for Science and Environment Studies, Institute of Islamic 
Understanding Malaysia (IKIM), 2, Langgak Tunku, Off, Jln Tuanku Abdul 

Halim, 50480 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 
 
 

Abstract 
Animals are often used in laboratory research to gain reliable scientific data 
and knowledge. However, this practice possibly exposes animals to harm and 
pain. This scenario has sparked the issue of animal welfare. Therefore, while 
venturing towards scientific revelation, scientists formulate guidance in 
handling and taking care of animals for scientific research without neglecting 
animal welfare. Currently, there is a guiding principle for animal care and use 
known as the 3Rs Principles proposed by Russel and Burch in their book “The 
Principle of Humane Experimental Technique.” 3Rs represent (1) replacement, 
(2) reduction, and (3) refinement. Despite this guidance, some strongly argue 
that using animals under the pretence of “urgent scientific needs” is a form of 
abuse. In Islam, unnecessary activities that harm animals are prohibited. 
However, at the same time, Islam also emphasises the importance of seeking 
knowledge; hence experiments on animals are unavoidable for crucial 
scientific discoveries. Therefore, this paper seeks a balanced Islamic 
approach to achieving scientific discovery while maintaining excellent conduct 
towards animals. In particular, this paper examines the issue of ethics in 
animal experimentation based on one of the Islamic legal maxims, “al-ḍarūrah 
tuqaddar biqadarihā”, which means “in exigent circumstances only take what 
is necessary.” This legal maxim complements the guidance provided by the 
3Rs principle. 
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Issues of Interfaith Dialogue Implementation in 
Malaysia 

 
 

Ahmad Mohamad1,2, Wan Zailan Kamaruddin Wan Ali1, Alwani 
Ghazali1, Chang Lee Wei2, Rosilawati Zainol3 

 
1 Department of Aqidah and Islamic Thought, Academy of Islamic Studies, 

Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 
2 Centre for Civilisational Dialogue, Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, 

MALAYSIA. 
3 Department of Urban & Regional Planning, Faculty of Built Environment, 

Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 
 
 

Abstract 
As the world changes year by year, various problems between religions 
occured, rendering the need for interfaith dialogue to achieve mutual 
understanding. Nevertheless, the implementation of this interfaith dialogue 
has led to some to criticize and question the credibility of its practice especially 
in Islam. In addition, interfaith dialogue is often linked to epistemological 
problems that arise. Epistemological problems involve attacks on the 
intellectuals. Therefore, the objective of this paper is to identify the issues that 
arise as well as the challenges that need to be faced in the process of 
implementing the Interfaith Dialogue and to elaborate a preliminary analysis 
of whether there is a link between Interfaith Dialogue and epistemological 
problems. It will include together leaders or religious figures as well as 
intellectuals in giving academic arguments and views on their criticism or 
acceptance. This study uses qualitative research methods and literature 
reviews. The preliminary findings of the study showed that the issue of 
Interfaith Dialogue associated with epistemological problems was based on a 
lack of understanding and inaccurate ideas of Interfaith Dialogue itself. 
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Travel Behavior of Working Parents in the Universiti 
Malaya: Focusing on Chauffeuring Children 

 
 

Farah Idayu Ruslan1 
 

1 Department of Urban & Regional Planning, Faculty of Built Environment, 
Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 

 
 

Abstract 
Chauffeuring children to various childcare services is major problem in the 
coordination of work schedules. A study has been conducted at the Universiti 
Malaya with 305 respondents to give some insight about chauffeuring children 
among the working parents in the university. The method used for this study 
is stratified random sampling and online survey using Google Form. The 
outcome of this study allows us to understand the travel behavior of working 
parents related to chauffeuring and it will be of importance to revise 
government policies regarding childcare facilities at workplaces in the context 
of travel behaviour. The outcome of this study also supported the demand for 
childcare services to be located in higher institution and that the quota of the 
children admitted need to be increased. 
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Bifunctional Shelter Design: A Design for During and 
Post-Disaster/Outbreak 

 
 

Previari Umi Pramesti1, Edy Darmawan2, Riza Susanti1, Nafisa 
Ayu Safina1, Sandya Zahrannisa1 

 
1 Department of Civil and Planning, Vocational College, Universitas 

Diponegoro, 50275 Semarang, INDONESIA. 
2 Department of Architecure, Faculty of Engineering, Universitas Diponegoro, 

50275 Semarang, INDONESIA. 
 
 

Abstract 
Disasters and recent unprecedented outbreaks taught us preparation, 
handling, and mitigation to reduce the impact of disasters on society. Well-
handled refugees and quarantined inpatients in an emergency area 
significantly reduce the worst impact on the people and the area's condition 
itself. However, the handling and mitigation should not stop after the disaster 
or outbreak, but should be followed with a sustainability program in the 
recovery system, particularly in the economic section. This study aimed to 
generate a model of a shelter for refugees during post-disaster handling or 
outbreak as a quarantine shelter. The challenge is to produce an affordable 
shelter using rapid assembly capacity, movable, good durable material, and 
liveable. Furthermore, this shelter design is reusable for economic activities 
when required to respond to the sustainability programme, particularly in the 
economy. This study is expectedly to contribute to a design outcome that is 
easily applicable and replicable for better well-being during and after post-
disaster or pandemic. 
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Social Acceptance of Green Electricity: A Case Study 
in Putrajaya 

 
 

Ahmad Nazirul Akmal Ahmad Sayuty1, Dr. Suzana Ariff Azizan1 
 

1 Department of Science and Technology Studies, Faculty of Science, 
Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 

 
 

Abstract 
In recent years, most of the renewable energy programs and initiatives 
introduced are industry and commercialization centric. Little focus is given by 
the government to domestic consumers’ acceptance. The concept of "social 
acceptance" is used to evaluate the readiness of the public to embrace 
renewable investments within their area. It is a tool to measure the attitude of 
citizens, either active or passive, towards different green products or 
technologies. This study aims to identify the factors that influence the social 
acceptance of green electricity among consumers and, subsequently, the 
relationship between these factors. An empirical study was conducted on 
Putrajaya residents, involving 185 respondents. Descriptive analysis and 
Pearson correlation were used as the analysis methods in this study. The 
result showed that attractiveness, compatibility, and reliability are the main 
factors that influence the intention to use green electricity. These findings also 
suggest that respondents' intentions to use green electricity are unaffected by 
their level of environmental understanding and the expense of using green 
electricity. 
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Challenges in Quality of Education in Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) of Pakistan 

 
 

Zohaib Hassan Sain1 
 

1 Superior University, 17km Raiwind Rd, Kot Araian, Lahore, Punjab, 
PAKISTAN. 

 
 
Abstract 
The objective of this study is to pin down the challenges in excellence of 
education in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) of Pakistan. In order to attain 
the goals of the study in reduced time and affordable manner the formulative 
research approach is used. In education sector, Pakistan is facing great 
challenges in academic sector from past few years. Thus, objective for this 
study acts to pin down challenges for excellence of education in Higher 
Education Institutions in the country (Pakistan) that the academic zone has 
been experiencing since the past few years. Concerning the reliability and 
validity of the particulars for conclusion, the researcher used triangulation. In 
order to carry out this triangulation, questionnaires for students; 
questionnaires for teachers and interviews of the management were used by 
the researcher. From each university, a total of 100 questionnaires were filled 
by students and teachers of the focused five universities. The aim of 
performing this research will play a vital role in the progress of Pakistan. In 
this research Curriculum, Corruption in education, less training institutions, 
Teacher’s behavior and less research work are independent variables and 
Quality of Education is dependent variable. Moving forward, we will definitely 
look into the answers for these challenges so as to improve the excellence of 
our education in line with the government of Pakistan’s declared that literacy 
is obligatory for every citizen in the country. 
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Exploring A Special Educational Needs Teacher’s 
Instructional Practices for Indigenous Students with 

Learning Disabilities: A Qualitative Case Study 
 
 

Suhaila Mohamad1,2 
 

1 Southeast Asia Ministers of Education Organisation Regional Centre for 
Special Educational Needs (SEAMEO SEN), Level 2, Kompleks Anjung 
Hikmah, IPGK Perempuan Melayu, Jalan Durian Daun, 75400, Malacca, 

MALAYSIA.  
2 Department of Educational Psychology and Counselling 

Faculty of Education, Universiti Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 
 

 
Abstract 
Despite the establishment of inclusive education policy and legislation in 
supporting equal participation for students with disabilities in Malaysia, some 
indigenous students with learning disabilities (LD) still experience exclusion 
and discrimination in education settings. As a result, this group of students 
constantly struggle to have access to equal, quality education and 
participation. This paper employs a case study approach and through 
interview, survey and observations, it identifies the possibilities of how equal 
participation in traditional dance competitions can be established in order to 
benefit more indigenous students with LD. Qualitative data were examined to 
determine connections with regards to literature reviewed and the following 
research questions guided the study: (a) What strategies do SEN teachers 
develop to achieve equity for their indigenous students of LD in the 
participation of traditional dance competition; (b) In terms of equity in 
participation in traditional dance competition, how do indigenous students with 
LD differ from other students? It explores the barriers for inclusion in social 
participation faced by SEN teachers, and additionally, provides comment 
whereby SEN teachers can completely appreciate the context in which many 
indigenous students may participate socially. Further, this paper reports the 
two types of traditional dance competitions which were examined using two 
constructs: social justice; and empowerment. As an outcome, possible roles 
and responsibilities of SEN teachers are identified. The author also suggests 
some changes in practices that may assist in creating conducive settings that 
would increase equal participation. 
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Bioethics and Farmer’s Rights: Constructing the 
Interdisciplinary Approach (Indonesia and Malaysia) 

 
 

Dr. Siti Hafsyah Idris1 
 

1 Faculty of Law, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Jln Sarjana 1/2, 40450 Shah 
Alam, Selangor, MALAYSIA. 

 
 
Abstract 
Previous research in Malaysia and Indonesia has not adequately addressed 
bioethical issues in GM crops technology. Biosafety regulatory measures were 
gazetted to deal with balancing modern biotechnology development and the 
protection of the environment. However, farmers' right to livelihood and rights 
to contractual justice nonetheless have been ethically disregarded as ethical 
principles are usually descriptive and difficult to be translated into practice. 
Therefore, to ensure that the use of GM crops technology does not violate 
fundamental human rights (in this research-focus on farmers’ rights), its 
ethical implications must be carefully assessed. A legal framework, policy, and 
good practise will be presented to help policymakers assess bioethical issues 
in GM crops technology and identify ways to incorporate bioethical issues into 
GM technology decision-making processes to protect farmers' rights. 
However, more research is required to refine and expand this framework to 
ensure sustainable modern biotechnology and farmers’ rights protection. This 
paper identifies the bioethical issues relating to GM crops that affect the 
farmers' rights in Malaysia and Indonesia and the protection given to the 
farmers in this regard. 
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